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condition, however, to be observed, if the remedy is to be effective:
we should be prepared collectively to accept hardships.
Some persons may well feel that all this is empty talk. What victory
has there been to talk about? Here we are yielding on the question
of giving digit-impressions. I am afraid that those who argue like this
do not know the true position. This was not a struggle against digit-
impressions. Once the law is gone, there is no harm in our having to
give the 'ten finger-prints. The giving of finger-prints is not in itself a
disgraceful thing. 'But under the new law giving anything whatever
is objectionable. There is no humiliation in polishing a friend's shoes
as a gesture or of our free will. But polishing shoes out of fear, when
ordered to do so, would amount to demeaning ourselves as menials.
In other words, whether a particular thing is good or bad depends on
the context. We know that there are many Indians who have mistakenly
assumed that our campaign is against the giving of ten finger-prints. But
such Indians should realize that there is no humiliation in giving ten
finger-prints when not compelled by the law. Doing so certainly does
not amount to a violation of our pledge. At the moment of writing it
is not finally settled that the digit-impressions will be asked for. Every
effort is being made to ensure that they will not be. But it is our duty
to place the matter before the people in the proper perspective. Digit-
impressions whether or not they are required should not lead to any
difficulty. It is essential to present a correct idea of the object of this
campaign.
[From Gujarati]
Indian Opinion, 8-2-1908
35.   TO THOSE WHO SUBMITTED TO THE OBNOXIOUS LAW
We have been describing blacklegs as black-faced people. That
was done deliberately and without anger. It was our duty to do so.
We did not, however, use that description with any ill-will, only we
felt grieved because of our love for them.
The time to call anyone a black-faced person is now over. It was
necessary to draw public attention to their conduct by way of warning,
Now that the struggle is at an end, it will be improper to use any such
description. We shall therefore stop writing in that manner and also
advise the people who remained free not to feel angry with those who
submitted to the outrageous law, and, forgetting their lapse, to put
an end to the estrangement that has grown. They are brothers of
other Indians, belong to the same land and have the same blood as other
Indians have. [A block of] water cannot be cloven asunder by the stroke
of a stick; similarly we cannot be separated from one another.